Special Topics: The Poet's First Book

IDS 385W

Section 1, Class Nbr 3282

Credit Hours: 4

Same As: Same As ENG 389W, section 6

Requirement Designation: Humanities, Arts, Performance with Writing
Dates: 2025-01-14 through 2025-04-28

Course Description

Highly focused courses, drawing on multiple disciplines of the humanities and social sciences; may be repeated for credit
when topics vary.

Class Notes

(Same as ENG 389W 6)

What was it like to read the major poets of the twentieth century as they first appeared? Today readers almost always
encounter these writers sprinkled in anthologies or gathered impressively in a Collected, Selected, or even Complete
edition. In this seminar we will read them between their first covers, restoring the book as a coherent aesthetic unit. Each
week we will explore a first book published between 1917 and 1960 along with essays, letters, and archival materials that
illuminate its form and context.

Along the way, this seminar provides an atlas of ways of writing about poetry. Each week pairs a book of poems with a
different methodical approach. While never losing sight of the poems as compelling aesthetic objects, we will explore
questions of literary sociology (who decides which poetry books are published and read?) and theory (just who is the "I"
in a lyric?), technique (how do poets revise?) and tendency (what does it mean to belong to a movement or a tradition?).
In these investigations, we will take advantage of Emory's unparalleled collection of modern poetry books, broadsheets,
drafts, and letters.

Instructors

Michael Allen
michael.patrick.allen@emory.edu
Primary Instructor

Schedule and Location

Th 1pm-3:45pm in Carlos Hall Conference


https://atlas.emory.edu/search/?p=ENG%20389W
https://atlas.emory.edu/
mailto:michael.patrick.allen@emory.edu
http://emap.fmd.emory.edu/website/campus/index.htm#?queryzoom=Yes&Query=(bldg='1570')

Special Topics: Image Wars

IDS 385W

Section 2, Class Nbr 3327

Credit Hours: 4

Same As: Same As ARTHIST 385W, section 1
Requirement Designation: Continuing Communication(*)
Dates: 2025-01-14 through 2025-04-28

Course Description

Highly focused courses, drawing on multiple disciplines of the humanities and social sciences; may be repeated for credit
when topics vary.

(Same as ARTHIST 385W 1)

What is an image? And what can an image do? In the eighth and ninth centuries theologians and politicians in the
Byzantine Empire grappled with these questions throughout a period called Iconomachy image struggle. We will consider
these same questions via a single illuminated manuscript, the Khludov Psalter, that was made following the resolution of
the image controversy. The course is an exercise in attention and close looking as we discover how a single object can
unlock knowledge about the past. Students in this hands-on, discussion-based course will engage deeply with the
manuscript through a facsimile edition. They will be introduced to the history of books and cultivate familiarity with this
period of Byzantine history. Via the manuscript's lively images, we will discuss the relationship of word and image,
theology, image theory, materiality, and even Byzantine ideas about gender and race. Assignments are geared toward
developing a well-researched reading of a single psalm and its images.

Lora Webb
lora.webb@emory.edu
Primary Instructor

Schedule and Location

MW 10am-11:15am in Woodruff Library 874


https://atlas.emory.edu/search/?p=ARTHIST%20385W
https://atlas.emory.edu/
mailto:lora.webb@emory.edu
http://emap.fmd.emory.edu/website/campus/index.htm#?queryzoom=Yes&Query=(bldg='1980')

Special Topics: Anger and Its Double

IDS 385W

Section 3, Class Nbr 3586

Credit Hours: 4

Requirement Designation: Continuing Communication(*)
Dates: 2025-01-14 through 2025-04-28

Course Description

Highly focused courses, drawing on multiple disciplines of the humanities and social sciences; may be repeated for credit
when topics vary.

In contemporary culture, anger is variously understood as violent, disruptive, ignoble, harmful, vitalizing, liberating and
transformative. ANGER AND ITS DOUBLE is aimed at building an inventory of anger, through an engagement with
writings and images from Feminist and Queer movement, Black politics, Critical Caste Studies, psychoanalysis, Affect
Theory and Literary Theory. We will get an opportunity to think through concepts like agency and consciousness, subject,
object and abject, structures of feelings, and experiences of euphoria, trauma, grief, loss, disgust, fear and peril that
accompany states of anger. Comprising weekly readings, discussion and writing assignments, this course will be
invaluable for those students of Comparative Literature, Gender Studies, Political Science, South Asian Studies, who are
interested in understanding the role emotions play in fundamentally shaping our collective life.

Because of the complexity of some of the texts included in the syllabus, this course will be more suitable for students with
some experience of reading literary texts, and cultural criticism. The materials will include critical essays, fictions, poetry,
photographs, paintings, cinema and manifesto.

Drishadwati Bargi
drishadwati.bargi@emory.edu
Primary Instructor

Schedule and Location

TTh 5:30pm-6:45pm in Emerson Chemistry Bldg. E102


https://atlas.emory.edu/
mailto:drishadwati.bargi@emory.edu
http://emap.fmd.emory.edu/website/campus/index.htm#?queryzoom=Yes&Query=(bldg='2041')

Special Topics: The Politics of Freedom

IDS 385W

Section 4, Class Nbr 3723

Credit Hours: 4

Same As: Same As POLS 385W, section 1

Requirement Designation: Continuing Communication(*)
Dates: 2025-01-14 through 2025-04-28

Course Description

Highly focused courses, drawing on multiple disciplines of the humanities and social sciences; may be repeated for credit
when topics vary.

Class Notes

(Same as POLS 385W 1)

(What does it mean to think of freedom as a political question? In modern liberal democracies like the U.S., we often think
freedom has to do with choice: whether a woman works or is a stay-at-home mother, whether a citizen votes for this or
that candidate, they choose freely between two or more options and are hence "free." Others, however, have suggested
that choice, though important, is far from the only factor that ensures a politically free society: the ability to engage in
social movements, civil disobedience, to actively and successfully shape one's society through collective action, and to
have one's humanity recognized by those who oppress them are also crucial in ensuring that a person or a group is free in
a political way. This course constitutes a study the evolution of the debates surrounding freedom as a political problem
especially in their relation to democracy. We discuss theories of freedom through an eclectic collection of texts including
social contract theorists like Thomas Hobbes, ancient Greek tragedies like Euripides' Hecuba, radical democratic
theorists, like Hannah Arendt, feminist theorists like Simone de Beauvoir, Black thinkers writing on slavery and
liberations in the American context like Toni Morrison, as well as postcolonial thinkers like Franz Fanon. Overall, our goal
will be to take up how different traditions have taken up freedom as the fundamental question of democratic politics.)

Instructors

Silvia Fedi
silvia.fedi@emory.edu
Primary Instructor

Schedule and Location

TTh 2:30pm-3:45pm in North Decatur Bldg 112


https://atlas.emory.edu/search/?p=POLS%20385W
https://atlas.emory.edu/
mailto:silvia.fedi@emory.edu
http://emap.fmd.emory.edu/website/campus/index.htm#?queryzoom=Yes&Query=(bldg='1784')

